

Oldest Kendall house 
may be historical site 
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% „ It doesn’t look like much of a 
building as buildings go, but the 
small, square-shaped frame 
house is Kendall’s link to South 
Dade history. 

By chance. Bob Carr, Dade 
County archiologist, spotted the 
single-story house on SW 77th 
Avenue at 98th Street recently as 
he returned a rental car to a garage. 
Driving down a back street, his 
trained eye recognized that the 
bouse might be a bit of history. 

“We checked the archives and 
discovered we had found what is 
the first house built in Kendall” 
Mr. Carr said. “Actually, I hate to 
say ‘found’ because you can’t 
find what is not lost, but we 
didn’t know it existed.” 

Mr. Carr and Emily Dieteiich, 
Dade’s research historian, asked 
the Dade County Historical 
Preservation Committee to 
designate the house as an 
historical site. 

Such a designation would 
require the house’s owner to obtain 
special permits if its designwas to 
be changed. The committee will 
decide by the middle of March, 
Ms. Dieterich said 

Owner Stanley Simmons is a bit 
dazed by the furor over the house. 

“I’ve never been involved in 
something like this, ” he said “I 
just learned about the historical 
implications. Until I understand 


the ramafications of what it 
means, I really can’t comment” 

The house, known as the Dice 
house, was built around 1920 of 
Dade County pine by David 
Brandy Dice and his wife, Jessie 
May Vann Dice. Old records show 
that Mr. Dice moved from Litde 
River to what is now Kendall 
around 1916 or 1917, Mr Carr said 

A deed registered to Mr. Dice 
dates back to 1920. The lot where 
the house stands was part of a 70- 
acre plot owned by John Hinson, 
an employee of railroad tycoon 
and Florida pioneer Henry Flagler. 

Sporting a new coat of white 
paint with vivid aqua trim, the house* 
sits in the shadow of the Metrorail 
tracks and South Dixie Highway. 

Mr. Simmons, a South Dade 
resident, bought the half-acre 
occupied by the litde house, and 
the adjacent half-acre, in 1982. 
Both pieces of property are for 
sale, but he preferred not to 
divulge the asking price. 

“I think it’s more dignified not 
to mention that,” be said. 

Melody Mendez operates the 
Dadeland Pre-School and Child 
Care out of the bouse. She loves 
its coziness 

“I knew it was old, but didn’t 
realize it was as old as it is,” she 
said last week while the 15 
children she watches were napping. 

“It would be a shame to see it 
go, but this is valuable property, I 
know,” she said. 



































































